
St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital Center
TAKING THE RAPID HIV TEST
	St. Luke’s and Roosevelt Hospitals are offering a rapid hiv test to all patients.  This test is voluntary, accurate, and you get your results before you leave the hospital.

	The following information can help you decide whether or not to take the HIV test:

	what is a rapid HIV test?

	A rapid HIV test can determine if you have HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus, the virus that can cause AIDS).  The test detects HIV antibodies – cells the immune system makes to fight the virus if a person is infected.  If you don’t have HIV antibodies, you don’t have HIV (this is also referred to as being HIV negative).   Unlike standard tests, which can take anywhere from two days to a week, rapid tests offer results the same day.  This quick turn around time ensures that all patients who are tested receive their test results before going home.  

	How accurate is the rapid HIV test?

	The OraQuick® Advance Rapid HIV-1/2 Antibody Test is FDA-approved and very reliable.  If the test does not detect HIV antibodies, that HIV negative result is close to 100% accurate.  However, the test may not show if you have been infected very recently.  This is because it can take up to 3 months for your immune system to make HIV antibodies after getting infected.  If you want to know for sure if you got HIV from a specific incident (like having unprotected sex or sharing needles), you would have to take a test 3 months after that incident in order to be sure you don’t have HIV.  
A positive test result means HIV antibodies may be present in your body.  This result is correct 99.6% of the time.  If you get a positive test result, your doctor will order another test to confirm that you are HIV positive.

	Why Should I Get Tested?

	Finding out that you are HIV negative could give you peace of mind if you’ve been worried that you might be infected.  If you learn that you are HIV positive, you can begin taking steps to keep your immune system as strong as possible.  Every year, new medications become available that are more effective in fighting HIV.  It is also important to find out if you have HIV so you can learn how to prevent infecting others.

	What will Happen if my test result is positive?

	If you find out you have HIV, an HIV counselor will talk to you about your test result and how to share it with those close to you, including previous partners.  The counselor will also connect you with appropriate health and social services.

	Is this test confidential or anonymous?

	We can only offer confidential testing because we already know your name, address and other information that identifies you.  Your test result becomes part of your medical records and it is shared with health care providers involved in your care following strict confidentiality guidelines.  If you would prefer to get an anonymous HIV test (where you don’t have to give your name or other identifying information), we can give you information about outpatient clinics providing anonymous testing. 

	If I want to get tested today, what do I do? 

	Ask your doctor.  He/she will ask you to sign a consent form, answer any questions, and order the test.  You will have your test result before you leave the hospital.
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